l88    THE   CONTROLLING   MINDS   OF   ASIA
beasts were coaxed in a last ambling shuffle. A
revolver muzzle, mercifully applied to ear or fore-
head, did the rest, while the ubiquitous sanitary
squad stood with shovels at the ready to hide the
traces of Turkey's indifference to suffering and lack
of organizing ability.
Feisal, and all those behind the Arab revolt, were
Nationalists. They fought for an ideal, and they
received their reward. It is unfortunate that the
Nationalist principle, accepted across the Jordan
Valley and in Iraq, should have been forgotten
in Palestine. When Balfour made his famous
declaration, he had in mind the rights of conquest,
forgetting that if the principles of conquest were
applicable to Palestine, they could also be applied
to Iraq where the Arab population, suspicious of
British motives, frequently proved a formidable
enemy.
The Arabs of Palestine, acutely conscious of the
Nationalist spirit on their borders, did their part
in  assisting  the  invader.   The  individual  soldier
could wander where he willed in perfect security,
and they expected a reward other than that con-
tained in the Balfour doctrine.   But for the friendly
disposition of the Arab populace, even Lord Allenby
could not have done what he did.    He balanced
his front line on   a  railway  four  hundred  miles
long.    Along the railway ran a pipe-line which
conveyed  water   to   his   troops.    To   all   intents
and  purposes   both   railway   and  pipe-line  went
unguarded.
A single lightning thrust, and the troops would
have died of thirst, even if it had been found possible